




GLCWomen APRIL 2009 
"Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within me••.Cast me not away from 

thy presence, or take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me, the joy of thy salvation and 
uphold me with thy free Spirit.." Psalm 51:10-12 

On March 12th, we enjoyed the fellowship of gathering for "table discussions" for our 
first "Psalm Study". Our focus was Psalm 51, David's prayerfor forgiveness and 
confession ofsin; God's acceptance ofthe broken and contrite heart. (The background 
for this Psalm is found in II Samuel 11 and 12.) 
The book ofPsalms is the Song Book ofthe Bible with two basic focal points­
God and Man & two basic emphases - Human Need and Divine Providence. 
Our next Psalm study, to be announced, will focus on Psalm 46. You are encouraged to 

read (pray) Psalm 51 and 46 often, until our next Psalm Study event!! 

Dates to Remember: 
April 2 and 16 - Day of Doing April 7 - Ex Bd 
Saturday, April 18th 

- Shetek Conference Women's Spring Gathering 
at American Lutheran in Worthington (Next year we will host this event.) 
All women are invited to attend. We will be car pooling ­

Thursday, April 30th 
- Salad Luncheon
 

LOOKING AHEAD: Guest Day, Thursday, June 18th will be at 7 p.m.
 
Guest Day is a standing tradition; when our GLCW sends invitations to women of other
 
Rock County churches. Of course, all women of Grace are to encourage each other to
 
attend and bring a guest if you like. Those who are part of the Heart to Heart Prayer
 
Partners can use this as an opportunity for personal contact with each other.
 
Guest speaker, Bret Merkle, will have a message you will want to hear!
 

GIVE US, 0 LORD, a steadfast heart, which no unworthy affection may drag downwards;
 
give us an unconquered heart, which no tribulation can wear out;
 
give us an upright heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.
 
Bestow upon us also, 0 Lord our God,
 
understanding to know You,
 
diligence to seek You,
 
wisdom to find You and a
 
faithfulness that may finally embrace You;
 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. ...Thomas Aquinas
 

Living in Christ, Growing in Grace
 
A calling for us all.
 
Donna DaWen
 



---------------- ---

DAY OF DOING - April 2 and 16,9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
(5th Thursday is Salad Luncheon) 

Wow! Did we have some good workers last month - 393 hours! 

In April, we want to concentrate on making health kits. we appreciate each circle making a few to 
bring in for missions. Items in the health kits are: 1 hand towel (dark color recommended); 
1 washcloth (dark color recommended); 1 bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) soap, any brand in its original 
wrapping; 1 adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging; 1 sturdy comb, remove packaging; 1 metal 
nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove packaging (do not substitute cardboard emery boars 
for the file(; 6 band-aids, preferably 1/2" to 3/4" secured together with a 
rubber band. 

We wish everyone a Blessed Easter. 
Ardie and Aagot 

SALAD LUNCHEON 

APRIL 30, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Adults: $6.00 

Suggestion: Invite your Heart to Heart prayer partner to join you 

Meals on Wheels 

Grace Lutheran is responsible for the month of May to deliver 
meals on wheels. We have 20 days in May to deliver meals and 
need six people to help each day. Please check your calendar to 
see what days you can help. Please call me. 

Doris Tofetland 283-4830 

~yow to the Lord for 
successful surgery and to many of 
you for your prayers and expressions 
of concern for our daughter, Lori 
Dahlen Carlson. 

Art & Donna Dahlen 

~yO'Ul...The family of 
Beulah Duncan (Roger Duncan's 
mother), would like to thank those 
who remembered us with their 
prayers, cards and calls, during the 
homecoming of their mother. 

God's Work - Our Hands 
In 1961 during his inaugural address, President Kennedy reminded 
us that here on earth God's must truly be our own. as Christians 
we believe that God calls us to do his work. I hope that some of 
your, member of Grace Lutheran, will be called to help with God's 
work. There are still several openings for ministry positions. 
Please call pastor Dan or the church office for more information. 
Thank you in advance for your support of our ministries here at 
Grace Lutheran. 

Jesus said: "As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who 
sent me. Night is coming, when on one can work." John 9:4 



From the Transition Task Force: An open letter to the congregation ­

As we, all Grace members, experience the learning curve involved in doing the process of an Intentional 
Interim Ministrv and Fact Finding there is a need to revisit and review steps along the way. Following is a review of 
the teams and their responsibilities within the Transition Task Force: 

MissionNision Team Art Ehde, Becky Kruger, Gladys Siebenahler & Don Moeller 
This team will help the congregation in its understanding of the existing Vision for Mission. They are also to 

challenge the congregation to embrace the most compelling contemporary Vision for lVIission it can claim as 
reflective of Matt. 28:19ff; "Go therefore and make disciples ...baptizing...teaching...1am with you... " 

•	 Enable the congregation to respond to the questions: 
o	 Who are we? What is our Mission? 
o	 Where is our field of Mission? 
o	 How will we be faithful to the Gospel in relation to the church that is constantly being birthed in this 

new world? 
•	 Consider the utilization of a 'histogram' in conjunction with the other teams 
•	 Consider early usage of the "Our Present Reality/My Vision for the Future" information-gathering tool· 
•	 Identify multiple Biblical Imperatives for Mission 
•	 Review Mission/Vision efforts/outcomes of other congregations (not exclusively ELCA) 
•	 Engage the congregation in ongoing discussions related to mission & vision development 

Self-Study Team Kim Schmidt, Donna Dahlen & Larry Nelson 
This team is like a physician doing a complete workup on a patient. The exam should determine which 

organs within the 'body of the congregation' are functioning in such a way as to give life, spiritual well being and 
good health to the whole. Conversely, the team will determine which organs or systems in the 'body' may not be 
functioning as intended. Their recommendations will reflect on the healthiest methods for the 'congregational body' 
to fulfill its Vision for Mission. Typical 'organs' to be examined are: 

•	 Internal and external demographics of the congregation 
•	 Appropriateness of existing constitution & by-laws & review recent consultation reports, surveys, etc 
•	 Physical plant facilities, their use policies and maintenance 
•	 Initiate self-study tool (design, implement) to include inquiries requested by Mission/Vision & Staff Needs 
•	 Examine the congregation's communication processes (newsletter, bulletin, minutes, web, etc) 

o Look at denominational involvement & linkage - in both directions: us to them/them to us 
•	 Thoroughgoing review of congregation's financial practices & policies 

o	 Make needed recommendations to Staff Needs 
o	 Review memorials use policy 

•	 Technological systems - sound, computer, web, telephones, printing, other 
o	 Identify related staffing, training, software & hardware needs, etc. 

•	 Organizational and leadership structures 
o	 Council make up, qualifications, role vis'a vis' staff 
o	 Committee, ministry team relationships, roles, responsibilities 
o	 Relationship of staff positions to ministry responsibilities 

Staff Needs Team Kira Graber, Curt Bloemendaal, Les Mahaffay & JeffHartquist 
This team reviews existing roles and needs of staff members and volunteers. The team proceeds upon the 

assumption that staffing designs that have 'worked' in the past are no guarantee that they are the most appropriate 
to faithfully serve the congregation's Mission for Vision embracing the call of the Gospel into the future. Tasks are: 

•	 Designing and utilizing a questionnaire to be completed with all staff and volunteers in a 2 on 1 interview 
•	 Meet with existing committees, ministry teams & work groups to learn of their needs for staff interaction 
•	 Review personnel policy & clarify annual evaluation processes 
•	 Coordinate with the Self Study Team key insights concerning staff function and leadership structures 

o	 Identify responsibility, authority and accountability lines across the congregation 
•	 Make specific recommendations & prioritize as to current and future design of: 

o	 Volunteer services 
o	 Staff configuration for a time period covering the next 5 years 
o	 Written job descriptions of staff - pastoral, program, clerical, volunteer, etc. 

You can see that the task goes far, wide and deep! It is our aim, "To make haste - slowly and sure-footedly." A 
survey of the congregation is one element being planned. Congregational sharing events are also in the future. 
The "BOX" is another way already being used. Our web page, www.graceluverne.org. is up and will be most 
useful. Continue to 'bend' team member's ears. All three teams are charged to share with the congregation what 
has been learned. Continue to pray for Grace's future as Disciples of Christ in the Lutheran tradition. 
" ...1am with you... " This is most certainly true! 



Grace Lutheran Church in Luverne, MN Apr 2009 (Central Time) 

3pm - WINGS 4:30pm - Book Study 5:30pm· Worship 

5:30pm - Soup Supper 

6:45pm· Lent 

7am - Men's Study 9am - Day of Doing 6 pm • Telecast

7:30pm - Gr 6-8 Conf 1 ; 

>8,15am • W." hip • I 9a m • B'b'. St.dy Ll :am' Ex Bd U.~ 7am • Moo", Stod}-1 Mao"dy Th ."day-tid~· ---:-' "-J 5:30pm· Worship 

9:15am - Coffee 8pm - Telecast 19am • Staff Mtg 3pm • WINGS j 12:45pm - LLeaders 6pm • Telecast 

9:30am - Adult Sty 

9:30am - S School 

9:45am - Gr 5 Comm 

10:45am • Worship 

10:45am - Text Study 

1:30pm - Bible Study 

7pm • Parent Class 

7pm • Chancel Choir 2pm • Psalm Study 

4:30pm· Book StUdy 

5:30pm· Seder Meal 

6:45pm· Worship 

6:45pm· Worship 

U~ 
EASTER 

7am • Worship 

8:15am - Breakfast 

1Oa m - Worship 

8:15am - Worship 

9:15am - Coffee 

9:30am - Adult Sty 

9:30am· S School 

10:45am • Worship 

i 26 ,......._-..:..,
 

8:15am - Worship 

9:15am· Coffee 

9:30am - Adult Sty 

9:30am - S School 

10:45am - Worship 

Office Closed 

9am • Bible Study 

12pm • Blood Mobile 

6:30pm· Vibes 

7:40pm - Echoes 

8pm • Telecast 

9am • Bible StUdy 

7:40pm - Echoes 

8pm • Telecast 

gam· Bible Study 

6:30pm· Vibes 

8pm • Telecast 

9am • Staff Mtg 

10:45am • Text StUdy 

6:45pm - Council 

7:45pm. Ministries 

9am • Staff Mtg 

10 :45am - Text StUdy 

1:30pm • Bible Study 

Circles 

9am • Staff Mtg 

10:45am • Text Study 

1:30pm • MJB Camm 

2:30pm· Pop Cr 

3:30pm· Vets Comm 

7am • Men's Study 9am • Day of Doing 

3pm - WINGS 4:30pm· Book StUdy 

6pm • 9th Gr Pizza 

l..~3 

7am - Men's StUdy Circles 

3pm • WINGS 4:30pm· Book StUdy 

6pm • 9th Gr Study 

7am· Men's Study 11 am • Salad Lunch 

9am - GN assembly 4:30pm - Book Study 

3pm - WINGS 

6pm - 9th Gr Study 

7pm • Chancel 

6pm - Telecast 

6pm - Telecast 

6pm • Telecast 

Clean Yard 

5:30pm - Worship 

8:45am - Bell Choirs 

5:30pm· Worship 

5:30pm· Worship 



AP R I L
 

~ 
April 1: Cary Radisewitz, Kari Remme, Joe Sommers
 
April 2: Jessica Anderson, Anna O'Donnell
 
April 3: Margie Fuerstenberg, Craig Gonnennan, Dave Meyer
 

(dlb\ 
April 4: Quinn Graber, Tashia Klosterbuer, Addyson Mann, Nicholas Mann, Ann Schneekloth 
April 5: Julia Ferguson, Audrey Gabrielson 
April 6: Olga Gabrielson, Paige Olson, Jodi Rops 

April 7: Emma Lusty, Sheryl Remme, Judy Stroh
 
April 8: Sydney Bosshart, Tyler Gruis, Ruby Viland
 BApril 9: Kyle Kephart, Jill Kunkel-Halverson, Brad Petersen
 
April 11: Ida Reverts, Nikki Severson, Conrad Tofteland
 
April 12: Abigail Anderson, Shirley Harrison, Robert Hatting
 I 
April 13: JoDee Haubrich, Dan Leuthold, Mary Odland, Dawn Petersen, Jeff Thorson 
April 14: Gladys Anderson, Wendy Bosshart, Evelyn Iveland, Chad Kramer, Lori Schmidt, Matthew Sehr R
April 15: Bill Ketterling, Gunnar Oldre, Patti Olson
 
April 16: Eva Kruse, Micha Stensland-Bos
 
April 17: Ardie Bowen
 T 
April 18: Josey Kockelman
 
April 19: Jerry Binford, Leah Gath, Vema Van Driel, Sheree Wieland
 H 
April 20: Arlene Bendix, Ella Hoogendoom, Steve Odland, Laura Richters, Ryan Richters
 
April 21: Whitney Bremer, Heidi Schacht
 DApril 23: Meghan Johnson
 
April 24: Reese Kruse, LaJean Lammert
 
April 25: Gary Papik, Jordin Swanson, Jessika Tunnissen, Rachel Untiedt
 A 
April 26: Mary Brinkman, Francis Ladd 
April 27: Ken Bowen, Val Saarloos y
April 28: Coy Gonnerman, Henry Hanson 
April 29: Terry Hoogland, Lynette Stensland 
April 30: Nonna Gangestad, Darwin Rogness S 

Radio Sponsors - April 

Apr 5:	 In memory of Olga Madison from family
 
and friends
 

Apr 12: In memory of Carl & Agnes Husen from 
Ken & Becky pa~toral 'fIct~ 

Apr 19: In memory of Connie Hamann and Greg 
Transfer Out: Sue, Connor & ChaseSnyders from Gerry, Hailey, Milo & Betty 

Hoffinan to Hamann 
S1. Catherine Catholic 
Church, Luverne Apr 26:	 In memory of daughter, Pamela Lais from 

Art and Carol Ehde 



ATTENTION! MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 

Plan to attend special services ofmusic by the Grace Lutheran handbell 
choirs on Sunday, April 27, at BOTH worship services. Graceful Vibrations 
and Echoes of Harmony will provide meaningful additions to the worship 

services with many beautiful songs, beginning with prelude music. Please come prepared to 
contribute to a free will offering to help them with on-going expenses and additional 
equipment that is needed. Invite your friends, too, and show your support and appreciation 
for these choirs. Also, if you are interested in being a ringer and want to know more about it, 
come, visit with us immediately after the service. Bell-ringing is a wonderful way to share 
the God-given gift of music and we always welcome new members! 
Remember: April 26, BOTH worship services! We hope to see you there! 

MINISTRY OF THE MONTH: PROPERTY 

It is very appropriate that the Property Ministry be featured now. Spring is here and we 
usually do our annual yard clean up. We are planning this for Saturday, April 18 from 9am 
until completed. It will be one week later (April 25) ifthe weather suggests so. A good 
representation ofvolunteers makes this short work. Volunteers with rakes, shovels, work 
gloves, etc. are needed. 

We are very blessed at GLC to have such a great facility for which the property ministry is 
responsible - including the church building, grounds, parking lot, garage, and cemetery 
(which is owned jointly with Bethany Lutheran). Larry Harms, our custodian, also gives and! 
or receives input to/from the ministry in the care of our church and grounds. 

If you see something which needs attention, please contact Carl at the church, office, Larry 
Harms or any member of the Property Ministry. Ministry members are Dave DeBoer, Gerry 
Hammann, Leroy Lindblom, Curt Bloemendaal and Eldon Kruger. 

ATTENTING: GLC MEMBERS 
The Endowment Committee, along with encouragement from Stewardship, Evangelism and Fi­
nance Ministries, is suggesting a change in The Lutheran magazine for 2010. Instead ofthe 
Every Member Plan, which currently costs GLC $2600 per year, a bulk mailing of 100 copies 
would be ordered each month and placed in the narthex for members to pick up and read. The 
cost is $7.95 per subscription whether in bulk or Every Member Plan. Copies would be 
available for shut-ins as well. A substantial difference in cost ($795 per year instead of $2600) 
would be realized by this change. We would appreciated feedback on this issue as soon as 
possible, since the change needs to be confirmed with Augsburg by early summer of this year. 

Editors note: The fall campaign for member contributions reduced the cost to the church by 
around $1,000. 

---~-----



UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
 
SENIOR HIGH 

We are beginning a lesson "Our Neighbor's Faith" specifically for 9th grade students 
beginning Wednesday, April 15 from 6:00 ·7:30 (includes supper). This class led by Paula 
Lammert will study other faiths core beliefs and how they differ or are similar to the ELCA Lutheran 
faith. They will study a specific faith on Wednesday night and then on Sunday attend that church's 
worship. 
The Junior class has studied this course as 9th grade students and highly recommend the class. I 
am aware that the 10th grade class and 12th grade class have not had this opportunity. If you are 
interested they may also join us on Wednesdays. 

SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS: last day we meet as a class - 4/26 
I will be having our end of the year Pizza Party (I grill pizza at my house) for Sunday 
School tentatively scheduled for 5/3 @ 4:00pm at my house... Bruce Baartman 

SENIOR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS: have been mailed to your homes. The applications are 
to be returned to the main office by 4:00 PM on May 4th, The scholarship recipients will be announced on 
Sunday, May 24th during the graduate breakfast. 

LUTHER LEAGUE - (6-Bth grade) 

Roller skating Party 

April 4, 2009 Cost of $ 5.00 will be paid by the youth funds 

..,flli,. Carousel skate Cost includes rental of quad roller skates 

12:15 - 4:00 PM In-line skates are available for $ 3.00 (payable by you) 

Meet at the church @ 12: 15 for rides / Some parents will be needed to drive. 

If you want snacks or beverages bring $ as they are available @ the rink 

Participation form is required by Wednesday, April 1. Forms are found outside Pam's office 

PRAYER PARTNER DINNER 
Mark your calendar for the Prayer Partner dinner to be held on Wednesday, May 6th 



5th grade class: Holy Communion Study 

WHO: 5th grade students and parents 

WHAT: Communion Study 

• WHEN: Sunday April 5 @ 10:45 (following Sunday school music) 

•• Where: South side of Fellowship Hall by kitchen 

The 5th grade students (as a class) will be receiving Communion on Sunday, April 19th . 

WINGS YOUTH 

The final WINGS classes will be held on Wednesday, April 29th followed 

with a program and potluck supper. Information pertaining to your 

contribution to the potluck meal will be sent to your homes. 

Summer CAMPING registrations deadlines are nearing. 

Early bird registration discounts are available until April 1st (up to $25.00) 

Shetek camp offers: Family Camp, Grandparent/grandchild camp, 

Day Play for youth entering 2nd grade, Mini Camp for 3-4th and 4-6 grade 

youth, 4-6 th grade Camps, 7-9th grade youth camps, 7-9th grade camps, Xtreme camps, 

sport camps, Counselor in training camps, Christian Athlete, Guitar Camp and many more 

possibilities. 

Besides earlybird discounts there are other discounts available. 

Get brochures from Pam's office. 

LEARNING MINISTRY 
VBS CENTER LEADERS NEEDED: 

DATE: June 8 - 12th is the week scheduled for VBS 

TIME: Mornings 

NEEDED: VOLUNTEERS - Call Jan Olson 
Stage crew: Set up the stage thematic decor to bring the youth into the experience 

Center leaders: Crafts/music/storytelling/ games and other fun areas fro youth to learn 

Daycare: recruit and staff nursery for staff members 



EASTER COFFEE 

8:15 (following Easter Sunrise worship) - 9:30 AM
 

Cinnamon, caramel rolls, boiled eggs, fruit, juice, coffee
 

DUE TO REQUESTS and great response, the New Orleans Team is again 

selling sub sandwiches. 

Great for long days in the tractor, sport events and lunches 
Please contact one of our youth attending the National Youth gathering to 

order your subs before _ April 19th. 

SPRING FLING SUPPER
 

Friday, May 9
 

Serving @ 6:30 PM
 
Choice of Rosemary rubbed pork loin or chicken marsalas 

dinner salad and roll, baby red potatoes, choice of dessert and beverage 

Tickets (20.00) are available in the church office or from any youth attending the Gathering 

Youth attending the National Youth Gathering/Mission trip are: 

Hannah Baartman:283-4119 , Hilary Deragisch: 283-8348, Jon Kurtz: 283-9245, 

Missy Olson: 283-8323, Paige Olson: 283-9151, Derek Petersen: 673-2523, 

Brittney Richters: 283:4749, Hayley Schacht: 283-4604, Morgan Sommers: 283-2340, 

and Brooke Walgrave: 283-4002 along with 5 students from Bethlehem Lutheran 

and 6 adult chaperons 
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